
 
(based on the DfE Development Matters – Non-statutory curriculum guidance for the early years foundation stage, revised July 2021) 

Our learning follows the DfE Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage (effective 1st September 2021). Practitioners plan around children’s interests, building 
on their existing knowledge and previous experiences to take them on to the next steps in their learning and development. At times, practitioners may plan activities around 
a particular topic or theme to generate learning interest and introduce new skills, concepts and knowledge. 

Prime Areas 

Communication & Language 
 Turn towards familiar sounds. They are also startled by loud 

noises and accurately locate the source of a familiar person’s 
voice, such as their key person or a parent. 

 Gaze at faces, copying facial expressions and movements like 
sticking out their tongue.  

 Watch someone’s face as they talk and try to copy adult speech 
and lip movements. 

 Copy what adults do, taking ‘turns’ in conversations (through 
babbling) and activities. 

 Enjoy singing, music and toys that make sounds. 

 Make sounds to get attention in different ways (for example, 
crying when hungry or unhappy, making gurgling sounds, 
laughing, cooing or babbling). 

 Use gestures like waving and pointing to communicate. 

 Constantly babble and use single words during play. 

 Understand single words in context – ‘cup’, ‘milk’, ‘daddy’. 

 Understand frequently used words such as ‘all gone’, ‘no’ and 
‘bye-bye’. 

 Understand simple instructions like “give to nanny” or “stop”. 

 Listen and respond to a simple instruction. 

 Make themselves understood and can become frustrated when 
they cannot. 

 Copy your gestures and words. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 Find ways to calm themselves, through being calmed and 

comforted by their key person. 

 Establish their sense of self. 

 Engage with others through gestures, gaze and talk. 

 Use that engagement to achieve a goal. For example, gesture 
towards their cup to say they want a drink. 

 Express preferences and decisions. They also try new things and 
start establishing their autonomy. 

 Find ways of managing transitions, for example from their parent 
to their key person. 

 Thrive as they develop self-assurance. 

 Look back as they crawl or walk away from their key person. Look 
for clues about how to respond to something interesting. 

 Play with increasing confidence on their own and with other 
children, because they know their key person is nearby and 
available. 

 Feel strong enough to express a range of emotions. 

Physical Development 
 Lift their head while lying on their front. 

 Push their chest up with straight arms. 

 Roll over: from front to back, then back to front. 

 Enjoy moving when outdoors and inside. 

 Sit without support. 

 Begin to crawl in different ways and directions. 

 Pull themselves upright and bouncing in preparation for walking. 

 Reach out for objects as co-ordination develops. 

 Pass things from one hand to the other. Let go of things and hand 
them to another person, or drop them. 

 Gradually gain control of their whole body through continual 
practice of large movements, such as waving, kicking, rolling, 
crawling and walking. 

 Clap and stamp to music. 

 Fit themselves into spaces, like tunnels, 
dens and large boxes, and move 
around in them. 

 Begin to walk independently – 
choosing appropriate props to support 
at first. 

 Build independently with a range of 
appropriate resources. 

 Explore different materials and tools. 

Specific Areas  

Literacy 
 Enjoy songs and rhymes, tuning in and paying 

attention. 

 Say some of the words in songs and rhymes. 

 Copy finger movements and other gestures. 

 Enjoy sharing books with an adult. 

 Enjoy drawing freely. 

 Pay attention and respond to the pictures 
or the words.  

 Have favourite books and seek them out, to share 
with an adult, with another child, or to look at 
alone.  

 Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories. 

Mathematics 
 Combine objects like stacking blocks 

and cups. Put objects inside others and 
take them out again. 

 Climb and squeeze themselves into 
different types of spaces.  

 Build with a range of resources. 

 Complete inset puzzles. 

Understanding The World 
 Repeat actions that have an effect. 

 Explore materials with different 
properties. 

 Explore natural materials, indoors and 
outside. 

 Explore and respond to different 
natural phenomena in their setting and 
on trips. 

 Make connections between the 
features of their family and other 
families. 

 Notice differences between people. 

Expressive Arts & Design 
 Show attention to sounds and music. 

 Respond emotionally and physically to music when 
it changes. 

 Move and dance to music. 

 Anticipate phrases and actions in rhymes and songs, 
like ‘Peepo’. 

 Explore their voices and enjoy making sounds. 

 Join in with songs and rhymes, making some sounds. 

 Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their 
bodies as well as brushes and other tools. 

 Enjoy and take part in action songs, such as 
‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’. 

 Explore different materials, using all their senses to 
investigate them. 

 Manipulate and play with different materials. 
 


